
  

                    

 
 

From the Principal’s desk … 
Welcome to the 2023 school year  
Hello and welcome to a new school year to all 
students, staff and families. An extra special 
welcome to our new families, we hope that you 
enjoy being a part of the Murchison Primary 
School community. 
Our start to the new school year has been very 
positive with students arriving ready to learn. 
Our staff have spent a lot of time at school 
over the break to ensure our classrooms are 
set up and planning for 2023 was underway.  
The Murchison Primary School Staffing Profile 
for 2023 is as follows: 
Foundation-Year 1 Elly French & Lee-Anne 
Wheeler  
Year 1/2 – Shanae Baldwin 
Year 3/4 - Narelle Wood & Felicity Watson 
Year 5/6 – Kellie Cox & Karen Vraca 
Art - Karen Vraca 
Music - Nicole Thorne 
Education Support – Sharon Reilly & Jo 
Sanderson  
MASK – Sharon Reilly & Hailey Wilson 
Business Manager- Shelly McCormick 
Principal – Karen Goodwin  
2023 Student Leaders 
Congratulations to the following students who 
have gained the honour of leadership positions 
at our school. I am sure they will be 
outstanding representatives both within our 
school and the wider community. 
School Captains:  
Sadie Harrap & Grace Morgan  
House Captains:  
Goulburn – Lily Balfour & Hailey Gell 
Waranga – Charlotte Robinson & Micah Syrett 
Code Red 
Murchison Primary School has been identified 
as a Grassfire At Risk Site. This means that on 
Code Red days the school will be shut. No 
students or staff are to attend the site on Code 
Red Days. Parents will be notified via Skool 
Loop or a phone call should this occur.  
 
 

 

 
Serious Nut Allergy 
We have a student who has been diagnosed 
with Anaphylaxis caused by an allergy to some 
types of nuts. Anaphylaxis is a serious  
condition which can lead to swelling of the 
eyes, face and airways. Staff update their 
Anaphylaxis training every 6 months to keep 
informed of the signs and symptoms and 
treatment procedure (administration of an 
Epipen injection). We ask all families to 
consider this when packing the following 
products or anything containing traces of these 
products in their child/ren’s school lunches and 
snacks. Macadamia nuts, Peanuts, Pecans 
or Walnuts. All other nuts and seeds are fine 
to have at school. Your assistance with this is 
very much appreciated. 
 School Times & Road Safety  
School begins at 8:45am each day. For 
working parents or those who would enjoy 
breakfast we offer our Breakfast Program 
between 7:45am and 8:30am for students 
arriving between these times. Students are 
supervised in the yard from 8:30am. Students 
should line up outside the back door at 8:45am 
after the bell to enter the building. School 
finishes at 3:20pm each day with lunchtime 
from 1:30pm to 2:20pm.   
For the safety of our students, we ask that 
children crossing Impey Street MUST use 
the School Crossing, which is 
unsupervised in the mornings, and 
supervised by a staff member in the 
afternoon.  Children crossing Rushworth 
Road should use the ‘Supervised School 
Crossing’.  Where a supervisor will be on 
duty from 8.15am to 9.00am in the 
mornings and from 3.15pm to 3.45pm each 
afternoon. Cyclists and scooter riders must 
wear a helmet and should wheel bikes and  
scooters across crossings and into the school 
grounds.  
Vic Roads recommends that children under 10 
do not ride unsupervised and children under 12 
are expected to ride on the footpath. 
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Camps, Sports & Excursion Fund (CSEF) - 
Applications 
If you hold a Health Care Card or Pension 
Card you may be eligible for $125.00 towards 
your child's camp, excursions and sports.  All 
you need to do is complete the CSEF 
application which is available in the school 
office and return it to school.  If you 
received the CSEF from Murchison Primary  
School in 2022 there is no need to complete a 
new application this year, unless your 
circumstances have changed.  Please contact 
the office if you have any queries. 
School Assembly 
School Assembly is held each Monday 
morning from 8:50am. Parents are able to 
attend, all assemblies will be streamed on 
Facebook. 
2022 Year Books 
Did you miss out on ordering the 2022 Year 
Book? We have a few copies still available 
from the office for $15. 
 
 
 

 
House Swimming Sports 
House swimming sports will be held next 
Tuesday February 7 at the Murchison  
Swimming Pool. Events will start from 11:45am 
for the senior students with the younger 
students joining us from 12:30pm for some fun 
water activities. Permission notes will be sent 
home tomorrow. Parents and family are 
welcome to attend. 
Conveyance Allowance  
In 2023, families travelling 4.8 km or more to 
school are eligible for Conveyance (Travel) 
Allowance. Everyone, old and new parents 
need to fill out an updated form available from 
the office.  
Child Safe Standards 
Murchison Primary School is proudly a Child 
Safe School, including being a leading school 
in Respectful Relationships. 
Facebook 
Yes! We do have Facebook, checked out our 
Murchison Primary School page. 
Have a great week! 
Karen Goodwin

AROUND THE SCHOOL:  

 Be Safe, Be Responsible, Be Respectful & Be a Learner  
            

 

 

 

LIBRARY NEWS: The library is now open for 
2023 borrowing. There are still some of our 
precious books that were not returned last 
year. There are also a number of Take Home 
Readers missing. We ask that you have a 
good search around your home to ensure all 

MPS owned books are returned for future use. 
Thanks! 
 
 
 
 
 

FOUNDATION 

STUDENTS 2023 

 
From Left to Right 

  

Top: Arthur, Eric & Brady 

 

Middle: Erick & Eliza 

 

Bottom: Lulu & Isla 

 
 

 
 



 
MASK: 
Welcome back to 2023! I hope you have had a 
wonderful summer holiday. Just a few things to 
get us under way for this year. Thank you to 
the families that enjoyed the holiday program.  
Your invoices have been sent out and payment 
would be gratefully appreciated. Thank you to 
those of you have made payments over the 
holidays, your payments will show in a 
fortnights time with the next account cycle.  
Every year we need you to update your 
enrolment form. This can be done three ways. 
1 go through the Hubhello web site  
2 sight and sign the hard copied held in MASK 
3 fill in a new form from the office.   
We also need you to tell us which days your 
child/ren need to use our service. We also 
welcome new families to our service. Pop on in 
after school and see what we get up to! 
Cheers, Sharon 
SCHOOL LEVIES ($220 for 2023):  
These voluntary contributions are to cover the 
cost of providing all the materials and 
equipment for their learning programs. This are 
only to recover our expenses. A charge of $15 
is to cover the expenses we have for our fruit 
program.   
PERSONAL PROPERTY:  
Personal property is often brought to school by 
students, staff and visitors. The Department of 
Education does not hold insurance for personal 
property brought to  
schools and it has no capacity to pay for any 
loss or damage to such property. We are just 
reminding everyone at the beginning of the 
year. Staff and students are discouraged from 
bringing any unnecessary or particularly 
valuable items to school. 
MURCHISON PRIMARY SCHOOL BYOD 
Year 3-6:  
IPADS (wifi only) that can run IOS 10 and 11 
are suitable to be part of the BYOD program. 
Participation in our BYOD (Bring Your Own 
Device) program is voluntary and only for Year 
3-6 students. Children will not share their 
device with other students. Students without an 
IPAD will have the opportunity to share a 
school one. All students have been given an 
agreement form, if your child will be bringing a  

 
 
BYOD, please complete the form and return it 
to school. 
Shop around, IPADS are much cheaper than 
what they used to be. Important information 
about purchasing is given below.  
Purchasing through JB HiFi can be completed 
online. The school has registered with JB HiFi 
Education and access is through:  
https://www.jbeducation.com.au/byod/ 
Contact the school if you have any enquiries.  
Make sure you click on ‘In store pickup’. 
Remember that Officeworks and Harvey 
Norman have competitive prices and do not 
require an online 
order.

 
  

BPay option is available at Murchison 
Primary School. Your Biller Code is unique  
to you and shows on the statements. You 
can use BPay for School Fees, Kids n Fruit, 
Excursions, Camps and After School Care i.e. 
any payments you make to school. When you 
use the Bpay facility what you are paying for is 
not identified when it arrives at the school. If 
you are simply paying your outstanding 
balance this won’t be a problem, however if 
you are selecting one item to pay out of 
several, you will need to tell us what you are 
paying for by: a note to school or by phoning 
Shelly in the office. In line with DET policy, if 
you do not advise what you are paying for, the 
BPay funds will be allocated to the oldest 
charges on your account. 
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TERM 1 PLANNER 

 Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat Sun 

1 30 31 
 

1 
No Foundation 
Students 

2  
Swimming 
Trials  
Yrs 3-6 
11:30 

3 4 5 

2 6 
Assembly 
8:50 
 

7 
House 
Swimming 
Sports 
11:30 

8 
No Foundation 
Students 
 

9 
 
 

10 
District 
Swimming 
Sports - Euroa 
Bee Shop 

11 12 

3 13 
1-6 
Swimming 

14  
Life Ed 
 

15 
No Foundation 
Students 
Life Ed 
1-6 Swimming 
School Council 

16 
 
 

17 
1-6 Swimming 

18 19 

4 20 21 
 
 

22 
No Foundation 
Students 

23 
 
 

24 
Bee Shop 

25 26 

5 27 28 
  
 

March 1 2 
 
 

3 
School Clean 
Up Aust. Day 

4 5 

6 6 7 8 9 10 
Responsible 
Pet Ownership 
Bee Shop 

11 12 

7 13 
Labour 
Day 
 

14 15 
NAPLAN  
begins 
 

16 17 
Melbourne 
Symphony 
Orchestra 

18 19 

8 20 21 
 

22 
School Council 
AGM 

23 
 

24 
Ride to School  
Bee Shop 

25 26 

9 27 
NAPLAN  
ends 

28 29 30 
 
 

31 
 
 

April 1 
150 + 1 
Celebrations  

2 

10 3 4 5 6 
Bonnet 
Parade 
Last Day 
Term 1 
2:20 Finish 

7 
Good Friday 
 

9 10 
Easter 

STUDENT ABSENCES: Please phone the school or send a message if your child is going to be away. 
Attached to every newsletter is an absence note to use if your child is absent from school.  Children are 
expected to be at school every day unless unwell.  Please support your child’s learning and ensure they are at 
school by 8.50am every day.

                                                                        Murchison Primary School 

                                                                              Student Absence Form 
 

Name:_____________________ 

Class:_____________ 

Date:_____________ 

Reason_________________________________________________ 

Parent’s Signature:_____________________________ 

Please hand to 
your class 

teacher 



 
Chaplain’s News 
Hi all, very excited to be back at Murchison 
for 2023. My day started with “Chappy, 
Chappy, Chappy” at the gate this morning 

from Des, what a welcome back.       
Speaking about “at the gate”. I will 
continue with coffee/ hot chocolates just 
not sure what day yet but will keep you 
posted and keep an eye out for the trolly. I 
would like to congratulate Grace and Sadie 
on their appointment as School Captains 
2023. I wish you all the best, the school is 
in good hands with you leading the way. 
We are planning a welcome to 2023 BBQ 
soon so keep an eye out for information. I 
am looking forward to 2023.  Have you 
ever thought, what does Chappy do at the 
school? My day starts by welcoming 
students and parents as they walk in. This 
is usually followed by a catch up with the 
principal or teachers. Out of this contact, I 
visit classrooms, taking time to encourage 
and engage with students and staff. I am 
in the yard at recess and at lunch to be a 
presence and provide opportunity to 
engage, helping students find friends and 
interact. I listen to parents who share, I 
look intently for opportunities to care. I 
write Chaplains News, I do Chappy’s Chat 
and coffee’s at the gate. I visit after school 
care, I listen to stories, I tell stories. I play 
the guitar, I run a Mechanics club, I give 
high fives and say hello and sit down with 
anyone who is feeling low, I listen to kids 
who have grief to share, I say well done, 
keep trying, you did it and so much more. 
So if you are in the school and see me 
there. I am in the school providing pastoral 
care. Chappy.       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB- 

Issue 1 is due: Thursday 16th Feb. 

The first addition of Scholastic Book Club 
has been issued.  Book Club offers a 
convenient way to purchase some great 

books at discounted prices. There are 
books for all ages,  there are 8 issues per 
year. Therefore twice a term Book Club 
brochures are distributed to each student.  
Simply browse the brochures with your 
child, make any selections you may want, 
and order online via the LOOP website or 
app before the closing date or return the 
completed order to the school office with 
correct payment (in an envelope labeled 
Book Club). All orders are processed and 
then the books are delivered to school 
within two weeks.  
If you are making a ‘surprise-gift’ order 
you’d prefer your child didn’t know about 
please specify this on the order as books 
are delivered to your child to take home.  
If you don’t wish for your child to be a 

part of Scholastic Book Club please let 
me know and you can be removed from 
the list.  
Furthermore, every order you place earns 
MPS free books and learning resources. 
Thanks in advance for your support, 
Felicity Watson 
 

 
 

 

 



 
 
Murchison Primary School Breakfast Club Program 
We are very excited to announce that our school breakfast program is back we will 
be offering breakfast every day. 
The Department of Education through the State Government is again partnering 
with Foodbank Victoria to establish the Breakfast Club program in over 500 of the 
most disadvantaged schools across Victoria.  
The benefits of having a Breakfast Club program at school include: 

• Improvement in child engagement in the classroom; 
• Improvement in school attendance; 
• Improvement in behaviour; 
• Develop of child’s social skills; 
• Improvement in academic outcomes;  

To make this program a successful and sustainable one we need some support. 
 

Breakfast Club - Expression of Interest  
Support can be offered in a variety of ways; it doesn’t have to be volunteering at the 
program of a morning.  Please see the list below for ideas: (Please highlight/circle 
the areas where you can help). 
 

1. I am interested in volunteering my time to help run the program of a morning 
(approx. 7:45 – 8:45):  

   
Monday     Tuesday     Wednesday    Thursday     Friday 

 
 

2. I am interested in helping to cook foods for the program (for example: 
muffins) using the foods provided by Foodbank. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
  

3. Any other great ideas: 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Name:   ___________________________________________ 

Phone Number:  ____________________________ 

 

 
   





 

 



 



JUNIOR FOOTBALL AND NETBALL 2023 

The Murchison-Toolamba Football Netball Club is continuing to build on its strong junior program in 2023. 

This season we are seeking to offer opportunities to participate football and netball in a variety of formats 

to suit your child and your family.  

All prospective players and their families are invited to a Season Launch at the Murchison Swimming Pool on 

Saturday 11th February from 11am to 3pm – Free BBQ. $4 pool entry. 

Tatura Netball Association 

All games are played on Friday nights at Tatura Park, commencing on Friday 24th February and running for a 10-week 

autumn season. This is a new format; more information is being sought. 

- Under 9s Mixed Netball (Coach to be appointed) 

- Under 11s Mixed Netball (Coach to be appointed) 

- Under 13s Mixed Netball (Coach to be appointed) 

Goulburn Murray Junior Football League 

Home games and training will be shared between Toolamba Community Oval and the Murchison Recreation 

Reserve. Fortnightly away games will be held in Shepparton, Mooroopna, Tatura, Kyabram and possibly Numurkah. 

Games could be fixtured on Friday nights, Saturday or Sunday mornings. The first match is Saturday 22nd April and 

the season concludes in late August. 

- Under 10s Mixed Football (Coach Craig Thompson) 

- Under 12s Mixed Football (Coach to be appointed) 

Training commences on Tuesday 14th February at Toolamba Community Oval. 

 

Kyabram District Football Netball League 

Home games and training will be at the Murchison Recreation Reserve. Away games follow the Murchison-Toolamba 

FNC fixture and extends to places as far as Avenel, Dookie, Girgarre and Tallygaroopna. Games are held on mostly on 

Saturday mornings with two Sunday fixtures. The first match is Saturday April 15th and finals conclude on Saturday 

23rd September. 

- Under 11s Mixed Netball (Coach Carly Tuhan & Sharne Bravo) 

- Under 13s Mixed Netball (Coach Stace Hodgkisson & Chloe Murray) 

- Under 15s Girls Netball (Coach Olivia Kerrins) 

- Under 17s Girls Netball (Coach Kristy Lee Ralph) 

- Under 14s Mixed Football (Coach Peter Davies) 

- Under 18s Boys Football (Coach Steve Kirby & Matt Sleeth) 

Training commences on Thursday 16th February at Murchison Recreation Reserve.  

Auskick 

Auskick sessions will be held for younger players who are not ready for competitive football matches. These session 

will be shared between Toolamba Community Oval (5 nights) and the Murchison Recreation Reserve (5 nights) 

during Term 2 of the school term.  

The first Auskick session will be held during the first week on Term 2.  

For more details please contact Craig Thompson on 0407465560. 

 

 

 

 



 


