
                     

 
 

From the Principal’s desk … 
Welcome to the 2017 school year!   
Welcome back everyone!  We have had a very 
smooth start to the year with students settling 
well into classes. Special welcome to our new 
Foundation students and new families to 
Murchison Primary School. Thank you to our 
families for having everyone ready and 
organised to start the year.  We had every 
child in attendance on our first day – all 106 of 
them!   
Thankyou to our fantastic teachers and support 
staff for spending time prior to the school year 
setting up classrooms and having our supplies 
ready to go.   Our school grounds also look 
great as we say thank you to Shelly, Mrs 
Watson, Scott Richter and the Dhurringile 
Community workers for the maintenance of it 
over the holidays. 

Our staffing profile is as follows: 

Foundation/Grade 1: Mrs Narelle Wood & 
Mrs Felicity Watson    
1/2: Mrs Kellie Cox 
3/4: Miss Sophie Vuat & Miss Sharne Bravo  
4/5: Miss Debbie Turvey & Miss Elly French 
6: Mr John Ford     
Art: Mrs Karen Vraca (Tuesdays) 
MACC Van: Miss Sakeena Saberi 
Italian: Signora Pina Mezzapesa 
Library: Classroom teachers 
Education Support: Mrs Jo Sanderson, Mrs 
Narelle Warwick & Miss Jenna Morris 
Family Liaison Officer: Mrs Jo Sanderson 
Business Manager: Mrs Shelly McCormick  
After School Hours Care: Miss Jenna Morris  
Principal: Miss Melissa Houlihan 

MACC Van 
Our school has been incredibly lucky to be 
selected to participate in the MACC Van 
program.  The MACC Van is a mobile Art and 
Craft van that travels to a range of small 
schools in the area providing Art lessons to 
students.  This service will run in addition to 
what Mrs Vraca already runs for our school, so 

we are very fortunate to be able to offer two art 
programs to our school community.   
Over the course of the year, all students will be 
able to participate in the additional lessons 
provided by the MACC teacher, so whilst your 
child may not attend during term 1, there will 
be opportunities throughout the year.   
The MACC Van will visit fortnightly on 
Thursdays and Miss Sakeena Saberi will be 
the teacher.  Our first visit begins next 
Thursday, February 9.  We look forward to 
getting to know Miss Saberi during her time 
with us.  Please feel free to pop in and 
introduce yourself to her, she will be operating 
out of our Art room on these days.  

Welcome BBQ 
Our Welcome BBQ is on TONIGHT!  5:30pm – 
7:00pm at the pool.  Please BYO drinks (no 
alcohol). We have sausages and hamburgers 
for tea.  Come along and catch up with people 
whilst enjoying something to eat and a swim.  

2017 Student Leaders 
Congratulations to our student leaders for 
2017. 
School Captains: Phoebe Ough & Denni 
Bathman 
House Captains: James Darbyshire & Jordyn 
Ough (Waranga) & Zaya Munday and Branden 
Wilson (Goulburn).   
These students will be representing our school 
and wider community and I look forward to 
seeing them step up into the role and be 
fantastic role models for our community.  

Breakfast Club 
Our Breakfast Program is continuing this year 
and we are very excited to let you know that it 
will be running three mornings a week, 
Tuesday – Thursday.  Please see note 
attached to the newsletter for more 
information. 

Melissa Houlihan Principal 
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AROUND  THE SCHOOL:  
Keys to Success - Getting Along, Confidence, Organisation, Persistence & Resilience  

FOUNDATION STUDENTS 2017 

               
 

THE LEARNING HOW TO LEARN PROGRAM 
Over the first nine (9) days of school your child is 
involved in ‘The Learning How To Learn’ (LHTL) 
program.  This program has been the way your 
child has started school at MPS over the past 
few years.  The LHTL program is based on a set 
of beliefs and principles which lays the 
foundation for the building of a school and 
classroom culture that strives for continuous 
improvement.   

The aim of the program is to take all the best 

elements and practices operating in all 

classrooms and employ the strategies and 

practices in a systematic way across the whole 

school.  We believe LHTL explicitly teaches 

students how to learn and the program aims to 

lay foundations for our You Can Do It program – 

exploring the five keys to success – Confidence, 

Persistence, Organisation, Resilience and 

Getting Along.  It also introduces the idea of 

Quality Classrooms - Students and teachers 

exploring the question “Why do I come to 

school?” and share thoughts and discuss what 

makes a good classroom, student, and teacher. 

Through the use of quality learning tools, 

students in each class explore the student values 

of Murchison Primary School and draw up 

mission and vision statements. They devise a 

class ‘Motto’.  They will make a commitment as a 

class to live and learn by their agreements. By 

being involved in the development of the class 

community, they take more responsibility and 

have more ownership of their learning and 

behaviour. In addition the idea of Thinking 

Curriculum is also explored.  With a world of 

rapid change the next generation will need, more 

than ever to be well schooled in thinking skills 

and learning tools for life-long learning.  The 

Thinking Curriculum element of the LHTL 

program places a high priority on 

empowering students with thinking 

skills such as ability to reason,: to 

make informed judgements, to critically evaluate 

and to think creatively. The skills, tools and 

strategies taught will be used, integrated and 

employed  

right across the curriculum in AusVELS  and 

specialist areas of learning.   
In this seven (7) days there is no formal reading 
and writing lessons or mathematics, etc.  BUT 
the LHTL program allows both students and 
teachers to settle back into the school routine 
and gives each class and the  
school as a whole, the opportunity to ‘set up’ 
their classroom routines that will maintain them 
for the learning to come.  Students and teachers 
get to know one another and have the 
opportunity to establish positive relationships that 
will sustain their learning community throughout 
the year.   

 
Back: Sam, Phoebe & Shawn 

Hailey & Sadie 
Xander 

Charlotte & Angus 
Rory 

Heidi & Micah 
Front: Bree 

 



  
SCHOOL LEVIES ($220 for 2017): are 
charged for each student to cover the cost of 
providing the materials and equipment for 
learning programs. These are NOT voluntary 
parent contributions that some schools charge 
to raise funds for specific projects eg. buildings 
and grounds beautification, donations to the 
school or working bee levy. This may be paid 
as a lump sum, or $55 per term. 
 

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Personal property is 
often brought to school by students, staff and 
visitors. The Department of Education does not 
hold insurance for personal property brought to 
schools and it has no capacity to pay for any 
loss or damage to such property. We are just 
reminding everyone at the beginning of the 
year. Staff and students should be discouraged 
from bringing any unnecessary or particularly 
valuable items to school. 
 

CONVEYANCE ALLOWANCE: In 2017, 
students living in rural and regional Victoria will 
be entitled to apply for the conveyance 
allowance under the 2012 criteria.  
Families travelling 4.8 km or more to school 
are eligible for Conveyance (Travel) 
Allowance. Everyone old and new parents 
need to fill out an updated form they are 
available from the office.    
 

PARENT-CHILD MOTHER GOOSE  
PROGRAM:  Come along and discover the 
power and pleasure of rhymes,  
songs and stories. Parents/ 
grandparents with children  
aged from 0-5 years. 
The Parent-Child Mother Goose Program will 
take place at Murchison Primary School every 
Friday during the school term from 9.30am-
10.30am starting Friday February 10. Sessions 
are fun, free and morning tea is provided! 
For more information phone the school on  58 
262 391.  

SCHOOL TIMES, ROAD SAFETY & 
CYCLING: School begins at 8:50am each day. 
We provided before school care in the Library 
between 8:00am and 8:30am students are 
then supervised in the yard. Students should 
enter their classroom at 8:50am after the bell 
to change readers and prepare for the first 
lesson.  School finishes at 3:20pm each day 
with lunchtime from 1:30pm to 2:20pm.  All 
children crossing Impey Street MUST use 
the School Crossing, which is 
unsupervised in the mornings, and  
supervised by a teacher in the afternoon.  
Children crossing Rushworth Road should 
use the ‘Supervised School Crossing’.  A 
Supervisor will be on duty from 8.15am to 
9.00am in the mornings and from 3.15pm to 
3.45pm each afternoon. Cyclists must wear 
a helmet and should wheel bikes across 
crossings.  Vic Roads recommends that 
children under 9 do not ride unsupervised and 
children under 12 are expected to ride on the 
footpath. 
 

BPay option is available at Murchison 
Primary School. Your Biller Code is unique 
to you and shows on the statements. You 
can use BPay for School Fees, Kids n Fruit, 
Excursions, Camps and After School Care i.e. 
any payments you make to school. When you 
use the Bpay facility what you are paying for is 
not identified when it arrives at the school. If 
you are simply paying your outstanding 
balance this won’t be a problem, however if 
you are selecting one item to pay out of 
several, you will need to tell us what you are 
paying for by: a note to school or by phoning 
Shelly in the office. We ask for your assistance 
what you are paying for. In line with DET 
policy, if you do not advise what you are 
paying for, the BPay funds will be allocated to 
the oldest charges on your account. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MURCHISON PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWSLETTER 

Please indicate how you would like to access the school newsletter. 
 

FAMILY NAME:________________________________________________________ 

◊ Please send a paper copy home with my child each week 

◊ We will access the newsletter via the school app   

  ◊  Please email us the newsletter  

Email address:_______________________________________  
   

 



 
 

 

 



 
TERM 1 PLANNER 

 Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat Sun 

1  31 Feb 1 
No Foundation 
Students 
Welcome BBQ 
5:30 – 7:00 

2 3 4 5 
 

2 6 
 

7 
 

8 
No Foundation 
Students 

9 
 

10 
3-6 
Swimming  

11 12 

3 13  
3-6 Swimming  
 

14 
3-6 
Swimming 
School 
Council 
Meeting 7:00 

15 
3-6Swimming 
No Foundation 
Students 

16 
3-6 
Swimming 
 

17 
House  
Swimming 
Sports 

18 19 

4 20 
1-2 Swimming  
 

21 
1-2 
Swimming  
 

22 
No Foundation 
Students  
1-2 Swimming  
District 
Swimming 
Euroa 

23 
1-2 
Swimming  
 

24 
1-2 
Swimming  
 

 25 26 

5 27 
 

28 
Division 
Swimming 
Seymour 

March 1 
Parent Teacher 
Interviews 

2 
Parent 
Teacher 
Interviews 

3 4 5 
 

6 6 7 
 

8 
Regional 
Swimming 

9 
 

10 11 12 

7 13 
Labour Day 
Holiday 

14 
School 
Council AGM 
7:00 

15 
 

16 
 

17 18 19 

8 20 
 

21 
Harmony Day 

22 23 
 

24 
 

25 
 

26 
 

9 27 
National 
Young 
Leaders Day 
– Grade 6 
Melbourne 

28 29 30 31 
Last day 
term 1 
2:30pm 
finish 

April 1 2 

STUDENT ABSENCES: Attached to the 
newsletter will be an absence note to 
use if your child is absent from school.   
Extra copies are available from the 
office. 

Children are expected to be at school 
every day unless unwell.   
Please support your child’s learning and 
ensure they are at school by 8.50am 
every day. 

 

Murchison Primary School 

Student Absence Form 
 

Name:_____________________ 

Class:_____________ 

Date:_____________ 

Reason________________________________________________________ 

Parent’s Signature:_____________________________ 

Please hand to 
your class 

teacher 



 
SCHOOL BANKING EACH WEDNESDAY AT MURCHISON PS - See Shelly for information 
about opening an account so you can become a weekly saver too.                   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
UNIFORM ORDER: If you ordered We will be placing this one order only. Please fill in the order 
form below and return to Shelly in the office by Friday February 17. 

 

Murchison Primary School  - Clothing  Order  
 Name:   

 
      

ITEMS: COLOUR: SIZES  
SIZE TO 
ORDER QTY: PRICE 

Adults Eureka Polo           
#AP1304 Left Front Logo 

Murchison Primary School Bottle Green/Gold S-3XL+5XL     $30.00 

Kids Eureka Polo              
#AP3304 Left Front Logo 

Murchison Primary School Bottle Green/Gold 4 to 16     $28.00 

Classic Twin Stripe 
Polo SS 
(NO LOGO) Bottle/Gold Stripe Collar 4 to 16   $12.00 

Classic Twin Stripe 
Polo LS 
(NO LOGO) Bottle/Gold Stripe Collar 4 to 16   $13.00 

Bucket Hat            
#WSH1034 Front 

Murchison Primary School 
Hat Logo Bottle Green S/M & L/XL     $19.00 

Wide Brim Hat     
#WSH1026 Front 

Murchison Primary School 
Hat Logo Bottle Green  

55cm,57cm,59cm,61cm 

    $19.00 

Optional Name on Hat  Name: 
  

 
  $5.50 

School Jacket 

Bottle Green/Gold 
MURCHISON 

embroidered on the 
back. 

 

  
6 TO 14 
 
     

 $46.00 
 
  

Total Amount  
          

MURCHISON SUPA VALU CENTRE – proud sponsor of the School Newsletter          
 CELEBRATING 25 YEAR’S SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY  
SUPERMARKET      MILKBAR   NEWSAGENCY 

Shop Hours: Mon – Thurs- 5:00am - 7:00pm, 
   Fri- 5:00am – 7:30pm, Sat- 6:00am – 7:30pm,  
  Sun- 7:00am – 7:00pm.   

BATTERY RECYCLE DEPOT 
SHOP LOCALLY FOR CONVENIENCE & SERVICE  CITYLINK PASSES available 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

   
  

 



 
SCHOOL LUNCH ORDERS – BAKERY 

 
Sandwiches (toasted 20c extra) Rolls   Drinks 

 
Cheese   $2.80  $3.00   sml water  $2.80 
Egg & Lettuce  $3.00  $3.20   OJ 100% 500ml $3.00 
Ham/Cheese  $3.20  $3.40   sml OJ  $2.40 
Chicken/Cheese  $3.20  $3.40   sml Big M  $2.80 
Chicken/lettuce/mayo $3.40  $3.60   lge Big M  $3.60 

          Nippy’s  $3.00 
          Lge OJ Ducats $2.80 

Ham    $2.80  $3.00    
Chicken   $2.80  $3.00     
Tuna    $2.60  $2.80 
Salami   $2.60  $2.80 

 
Salad    $3.60  $3.80 
(Lettuce/Carrot/Tomato/Onion/Cheese/Beetroot)   
Meat & Salad  $4.40       $4.60 

 
Wrap (pita bread)  
Meat & salad  $4.60 

 
Salad Packs (mayo or French dressing available – no charge) 
Meat & salad  $4.40 

 
 
 
 
 

*** Hot Food *** only available Terms 2 and 3 
 

Plain Pie    $3.40 
Steak & Bacon Pie  $3.80 
Chicken Pie   $4.00 
Pastie    $3.40 
Sausage Rolls   $2.90 
Party Pies                   $1.30 
Sauce          0.20c 

 
Ham & Pineapple Pizza $2.50 

 

 

NB: PRICES ARE CORRECT AT THE TIME OF PRINTING 

 



 
 

SCHOOL LUNCH ORDERS- SUPA VALU 
 

Sandwiches (toasted 30c extra) 
Cheese       $2.50 
Vegemite       $2.00 
Salad       $3.50 
Ham        $3.00 
Ham & Cheese     $3.50 
Ham & Salad      $4.50 
Chicken       $4.00 
Chicken & Salad     $4.50 
Tomato       $2.50 
Ham/Cheese/Tomato    $4.00 
Ham/Cheese/Pineapple    $4.50 

 
Drinks 
GV Juice 500ml     $3.90 
Big M 600ml      $4.20 
Big M 300ml      $3.10 
Nippys (low fat)iced coffee/chocolate $2.40 
Mt Franklin water 600ml   $2.90 
Mt Franklin Kids Water 300ml  $2.30 

 
***Hot Food *** only available Term 2 and 3 

 
Pies        $4.30 

 
 
 

Sauce           .30cents 
 
 
 

NB: PRICES ARE CORRECT AT THE TIME OF PRINTING 

 

 



 



 



Murchison Primary School Breakfast Club Program 
We are very excited to announce that our school will once again be offering a Breakfast Club on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 

Thursdays starting Week 2 of Term 1.  

The Department of Education through the State Government has partnered with Foodbank Victoria to establish Breakfast Club 

programs in 500 of the most disadvantaged schools across Victoria.  

The benefits of having a Breakfast Club program at school include: 

 Improvement in child engagement in the classroom; 

 Improvement in school attendance; 

 Improvement in behaviour; 

 Develop of child’s social skills; 

 Improvement in academic outcomes; and 

 Awareness of healthy eating habits.  

To make this program a successful and sustainable one at MPS, we need your support!  Below is a list of ways you can 

contribute. If you have any questions regarding the program, please don’t hesitate to contact the school for further information.   

 

Breakfast Club 

Expression of Interest – Please return by 10/02/2017 
Support can be offered in a variety of ways; it doesn’t have to be volunteering at the program of a morning.  Please see the list 

below for ideas:  (Please highlight/circle the areas where you can help). 

 

1. I am interested in volunteering my time to help run the program of a morning (approx. 8:15 – 9:15): please circle 

 

Once a week   Once a fortnight    Once a month   Once a term 

 

Other: ___________________________________ Days that suit me include: ______________________________________ 

 

2. I am interested in helping to cook foods for the program (for example: muffins) using the foods provided by Foodbank. 

 

Once a week   Once a fortnight    Once a month   Once a term 

 

3. I am interested in being on the Breakfast Club committee and meeting regularly (ie: once a fortnight/month) to discuss 

the program – menu planning, checking supplies, ensuring volunteers, developing rosters etc.            

 

4. I am aware of a community member who would be interested in volunteering. 

Name of community member:     Phone number: 

 

5. Other ideas: 

 

 

Name:           Phone Number:   
 
Signed:        Date: 

 


